Collagenase in cranial morphogenesis.
Collagen is the most abundant extracellular matrix protein in connective tissues of higher animals. The growth of connective tissues is intimately linked to the ability to model and remodel the collagen-rich matrices of the organism at critical points during development and growth to allow expansion and adaptation of tissue interfaces. The mammalian cranium is one such place where collagen remodeling is required for proper growth, and this review explores the consequences of abrogated collagen remodeling as they materialize in a mouse model deficient for the membrane type 1 matrix metalloproteinase.